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PRESIDENT’S LETTER

It seems to me that | have noticed a lot of changes
occurring recently. The first few years of my practice
seemed fairly static in terms of the way we practiced
and the level of services that we offered to our clients.
Maybe it's just my age, but I feel like | step into a new
office every morning. It makes me wonder how | am
supposed to deal with rules that change before | can
even read them.

The new technologies available coupled with an
increase in levels of expectations of our clients have
made it increasingly difficult to feel competent in all
of the areas in which we are allowed to practice.
Specialization and referral to specialists is becoming
more frequent. Be aware that as the perception of
value of animals increases and the public becomes
more savwy, so will be the likelihood that we
generalists may be accused of “practicing above our
pay-grade”.

Economics of practice is another area that causes a
lot of premature graying of hair. We knew we
weren't going to get rich when we went into this field,
but the stress of making payroll can be tough for
some. Internet pharmacies are here to stay and the
skepticism of the need for yearly vaccinations only
compounds the difficulty of marketing our services. An
increase in efficiency of practicing is essential to
staying competitive.

Recently the Board has seen several cases before
them regarding chemical dependency. Easy
availability to and familiarity with medications has
lead health professionals to develop drug addiction at
a rate in excess of the general public. We must be
vigilant in the proper use of the license that has been
granted to us by the state or we put our personal and
professional lives in jeopardy.

The only constant in life is change. It can, however,
make us uncomfortable, insecure, confused, and
angry. We want things to be the same as they've
always been because that makes life easier. But in
veterinary medicine, we do not have the luxury of
hanging on to the past. Let’s make sure that the
changes we do make are in the right direction.

Jeff L. Tidwell, DUM
Board President

RECOVERY CAN BEGIN WITH A
PHONE CALL

If you are suffering from a chemical or alcohol
dependency, there is a solution. OU Physicians
ExecuCare is available for help. You may call
405-271-2474 to arrange a confidential telephone
interview with one of their doctors.

Staff Members:

Executive Director Cathy Kirkpatrick

Investigator G. Dale Fullerton

Administrative Assistant Kelly D. Rahill
OUR THANKS & BEST WISHES

The Board and staff would like to extend their
grateful appreciation to Dr. Brian Renegar for his
service and devotion to the citizens of Oklahoma
while serving these past two years as a Board
member. Dr. Renegar follows another past Board
member, Dr. Lee Denney to serve in the House of
Representatives for his District 17. We are very
fortunate that two past members of the Board
are now serving in the House and bring with
them their years of experience in veterinary
medicine.
THANK YOU DR. BRIAN RENEGAR!

VCPR & LABELING REQUIREMENTS

The good news lately is that the cooperative
agreement of understanding with our Board and the
Board of Pharmacy has been working well since the
change of review standards in May 2006. We have
jointly worked together with more emphasis of the
OSBVME doing the policing of our script writing and
in-clinic pharmacy dispensing of Rx. The Cattlemen's
and Farm Bureau are working with us and called for
a more active review by the OSBVME since 2005.

A reasonable time for a valid VCPR depends on
individual cases and the severity of those problems. If
a practitioner has dispensed Rx then they need to be
in a close enough location to respond should an
adverse reaction occur creating an emergency.
Certain traveling pharmacies cannot respond and will
be under close scrutiny!

All form labels must show the existence of a valid
VCPR with the following: Name and address of
veterinarian and telephone number if the drug is a
CDS; Date and delivery or dispensing; Name of
patient or herd identification, client's name and
address if the drug is a CDS; Established name or
active ingredient of the drug, as well as strength and
quantity of drug(s) dispensed; Directions for use
specified by practitioner, including class or species of
animal(s) receiving the drug or some other
identification of animal(s); Dosage, frequency and
route of administration and duration of therapy; Any
cautionary statements required by law, including "For
Veterinary Use Only" or whether there are withdrawal
periods associated.

It is important for every veterinarian to be aware
of the laws and policies that regulate and direct their
practice. We hope that all of the state veterinarians
are well educated so that there is quality compliance.

Dan G. Danner, DVM
Board Secretary/Treasurer



DISCIPLINED DOCTORS
MAY 2006 - OCTOBER 2006

Bryan Jeffries

Violation: (Voluntary Submission to Jurisdiction and
Agreed Order) Practicing veterinary medicine while
under the influence of controlled dangerous
substances and falsifying medical records and other
documents; replaced Demerol and Morphine used by
him with sterile water which was then used to treat
patients at the clinic.

Board Action: Placed on probation for a period of 10
years; for a period of five years Dr. Jeffries shall
practice veterinary medicine only at times when he is
directly supervised by another veterinarian; During
his probation, he will actively receive treatment from
a physician, psychiatrist, or counselor at least twice
monthly, will actively participate in AA, NA or other
aftercare program 2-3 times per week, cannot
reapply for his registration(s) to prescribe, dispense
and administer Class I, I, IV and V controlled
dangerous substances unless approved, shall
reimburse the Board for the amount of $1,500 as the
reasonable cost of investigation and prosecution, and
shall pay a fine of $5,000 for a total of $6,500.

Howard Stevens

Violation: (Voluntary Submission to Jurisdiction and
Agreed Order) Using certain controlled dangerous
substances for his personal use, including diazepam
and hydrocodone; allegedly charged his clients for
such CDS that he used on himself rather than to treat
his animal patients. Records indicated false CDS
entries that were made on patient charts indicating
that Respondent charged his clients for the drugs but
were never administered to the client’s animails.

Board Action: Placed on probation for a period of 10
years; will actively receive treatment from a physician,
psychiatrist, or counselor at least twice monthly; will
actively participate in AA, NA, PA or other aftercare
program 2-3 times per week; shall immediately
surrender his license(s) to prescribe, dispense and
administer Class II, 1ll, IV and V controlled dangerous
substances, may request a limited license to
administer the euthanasia drug Fatal Plus. During the
first six (6) months of probation, respondent shall not
work more than 50 hours per week, take the Board’s
jurisprudence exam, reimburse the Board the amount
of $500.00 as the reasonable cost of investigation,
pay a $5,500.00 fine, and pay OSBI in the amount of
$150.00 to cover the cost of the OSBI test reports.

OSBVME
201 NE 38" Terr, Suite 1
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Jonathan Shepherd

Violation: (Voluntary Submission to Jurisdiction and
Agreed Order) Habitual use of methamphetamine for
five years; the use of methamphetamine, sharing it
with others and conspiring with others to manufacture
methamphetamine; conviction of or entry of a guilty
plea involving felony possession of pseudoephedrine in
excess of 9 grams.

Board Action: Placed on probation for a period of ten
(10) years; will actively receive treatment from a
physician, psychiatrist, or counselor at least once
monthly; will actively participate in the aftercare
program; shall immediately surrender his license(s) to
prescribe, dispense and administer Class Il, Ill, IV and V
controlled dangerous substances; may request a
limited license to administer Telazol, Ketamine and
Fatal Plus; shall not work so many hours per week
that his ability to attend the aftercare program is
impaired; take the Board’s jurisprudence exam; and
pay a fine of $5,000.

TO WRITE OR NOT TO WRITE

The Board has recently received many questions
regarding whether veterinarians are required to
write prescriptions for clients that request them.
The Board’s position is if the veterinarian has
examined the animal and determined a medical
need for prescription medication(s) and the client
wishes to fill the prescription(s) at a pharmacy,
traditional or online, instead of the veterinary
clinicc then the wveterinarian is medically and
ethically bound to write the prescription(s) for the
client. A veterinarian is under no obligation to
write prescriptions for conditions he/she has not
recently diagnosed or for medications not
deemed medically necessary. A prescription
writing fee is ethical, but whether this is
appropriate or sensible from a practice
management standpoint is a decision each
veterinarian must make. Veterinary Practice
News, October 2006, has an excellent article
regarding prescription writing fees.

Jim Lee, DUM
Board Member

WE NEED YOUR PICS

The Board is developing new presentations to be used
across Oklahoma and would like to have pictures of
veterinarians involved in their daily practice. If you
would like to be part of the presentations please e-
mail pictures to staff@okvetboard.com.
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